
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  
 

 

GRACE MOVES SINNERS TO PRAY
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost



2

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 27, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Grace affects the life of a believer. We’ve looked at how the Lord moves us to serve others, 
as is our Christian duty; he also has blessed us so richly that we can’t help but give thanks 
along with the one Samaritan leper in Luke 17; today, we look at how grace gives the 
believer an open line of communication to God through prayer. Jacob physically wrestled 
with God—may we wrestle with God in faith through the powerful gift of prayer!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which signifies the growth our faith 
undergoes through the struggles and victories that accompany prayer.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903
“I Will Call Upon the Lord.” By Michael O’Shields © 1981 MCA Music Publ., A.D.O. Universal Studio Sound III, Inc.  
All right reserved. Used by permission: CCLI #145043
Psalm 121.  Refrain Text & Music: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Verses Text & 
Tune: Public domain. Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray | CW 472

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

This is not a call to wake up 
physically on a Sunday morning; it's 
a call to be spiritually alert! Prayer is 

a great way to carry out this call.
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I Will Call Upon the Lord

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Lord, keep your household, the Church, in continual godliness and set us free from 
all adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true devotion and 
holy deeds; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Be seated
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 32:22-30

Prayer can be a struggle, but it's one that makes us hold firmly to God's promises.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 121 | The People’s Psalter
Choir will introduce the refrain first. Then all will sing the refrain a second time.

Choir – To the hills I lift my eyes;
Where shall help and strength arise?
From the Lord will come my aid,
Who all heav’n and earth has made. 

Refrain

Choir – God will guide through dangers all,
On your way you will not fall;
God who safe the people keeps
Slumbers not and never sleeps.

Refrain

We are pilgrims on a journey to 
our heavenly home (cf. 

Philippians 3:20,21). This psalm 
reminds us to focus on the Lord, 

who oversees our journey. Do not 
allow the mountains, moon, sun, 

or anything else in creation to 
frighten you. Our God is 

eternally alert and goes above and 
before us.
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Choir – Your protector is the Lord,
Shade for you God will afford;
Neither sun nor moon shall smite,
God shall guard by day and night.

Refrain

Choir – God will ever keep your soul,
What would harm, God will control;
In your home and by the way
God will keep you day by day.

 Refrain

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5:13-15
Prayer gives us confidence before God.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 

you may be healed.
C: The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Alleluia. (James 5:16 NIV)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  -  Luke 18:1-8
Prayer works in the way God sees best.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

We stand to hear the gospel out of 
respect for our Savior, much like 
people today stand for royalty or 

esteemed leaders.
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus |CW 411

SERMON  -   Believers Wrestle with God in Prayer 
1. Prayer grows out of desperate need
2. Prayer shows a confident faith
3. Prayer receives God's rich blessings

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18

maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, and was buried. Mt 27:32-61; Mk 15:21-47; Lk 23:26-56; Jn 19:16b-42

He descended into hell. 1 Pet 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead.  1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven Acts 2:33-34

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt 25:31; 2 Tim 4:1

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 1 Th. 4:17

Be seated.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 
church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 
participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship 
Register which will be passed out during the offering.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan 
this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s 
giving page.

VIDEO – Proportionate Giving 

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Almighty God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. All the stars, the sun and 

moon, all energies and forces, the sea and clouds are messengers of your wonder 
and might.

C: For your creation, we praise you, O Father. We pray also for your Church and 
your people.

M: Grant us ministers and teachers who are led by the Spirit and earnestly hold forth 
your Word of Life. Save us from all false prophets and deceitful guides that we, 
being knit together in love, may with one mind strive for the truth of your Word. 
Guard and defend our homes, that parents may be kept in the bonds of love.

C: Help them raise their children well, nourishing them in truth and righteousness.
M: Bestow your favor on all useful labor in industry and agriculture, education and 

science, the professions and the arts, that in their advancement your people may 
prosper.

C: Thank you, Lord, for giving us so many avenues to benefit others and glorify 
your Name.

M: We pray for all who may be ill in body, mind, or spirit; for all who may be in 
danger; for all who may be in anxiety or perplexity; for all who may be suffering 
disappointment or defeat.

C: Be present with them in their afflictions, show them the way out of all their 
troubles, and save them for your mercy’s sake.

In place of our usual musical offering, 
devotional videos will encourage us as 
we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis.
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Special prayers and intercessions 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
M: Heavenly Father, you did not spare your own Son but freely gave him up for us all.
C: Mercifully grant these and all other acceptable petitions that you read in our 

hearts in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 
HYMN Be Still, My Soul | CW 415

Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

“The Lord's Prayer is a prayer above 
all prayers, the greatest of all 

prayers, which has been taught by 
the greatest Master of all, in which 
all spiritual and bodily trouble is 
comprehended and which is the 

strongest consolation in all 
temptations, tribulations, and in the 

last hour." - Martin Luther
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 
give you peace.

C:  Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN What God Ordains Is Always Good | CW 429 (1,3)

WELS CONNECTION – Martin Luther College
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1.  For what reasons can we be so confident in our prayer life? Think about all the 
different things from all three readings today.

2. Jesus’ question in Luke 18:8 packs a lot of assumed knowledge into a few words. 
Before Jesus returns, there is going to be a time of extreme trial and tribulation—
what is the connection to the praying widow he talks about in the previous verses?

3. There’s a lot to know in the life of Jacob that wasn’t covered in the sermon. In order 
to fill in the blank spaces, it would be good to read from Genesis 25:19 up to today’s 
reading from Genesis 32. Do so and see if that helps you better understand the 
verses you heard today.

4. Jacob (Israel) had a limp after God dislocated his hip. How would that painful 
experience serve as a positive reminder for Jacob in the future? Write down two 
personal experiences that God used as positive reminders of his promises. Thank 
God in prayer that he has indeed worked all things out for good.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Do last-minute confessions get people into heaven?” 

and “The Christian faith is too negative.” 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

OUTING FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS Oct. 27 | 11:45 AM

On Sunday, October 27th, St. Paul’s Youth Group will meet immediately following the 2nd 
service (11:45 a.m.) for a little food, fellowship and fun. After a quick lunch here in our 
cafeteria, we will be heading over to the Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre to see if 
they can literally scare the daylights out of us during the daylight hours .  If you are of 
high school age, and know of other students who’d like to join us, we would love to have 
you come and share in what we hope will be an exhilarating and memorable event!

TRUNKS NEEDED Oct. 31 | 4:30-6:30 PM

As of this writing we have 14 vehicles for our Trunk-or-Treat. We could use a few more. 
Please consider volunteering. It is easy, only requires a couple of hours of your time, and 
will help us make crucial connections with people in our neighborhood. You can sign up 
at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center, or look for the online signup on our website, 
under the Serve tab. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Nov. 7 | 5:00 PM

Come enjoy some family time and get to know others in the congregation.  This will be an 
informal night of games, open gym, and pizza.  Bring cards, a board game, or a snack. 
Pizza will be served at 6:00 PM. The event corresponds with our school’s parent-teacher 
meetings, however, all families are invited.  Hope to see you there!

JOIN LUTHERAN PIONEERS Nov. 3 | 2:00 PM

Lutheran Pioneers is holding their first meeting of the year next Sunday. The parents are 
asked to attend this first meeting to discuss ideas for activities. Pioneers is a Christian, 
scouting-type organization open to girls and boys in 1st-8th grade. The group meets in 
the cafeteria.
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BAKE & CRAFT SALE NEXT WEEKEND
Nov. 2 & 3 | 9:00 AM – noon

Willing Workers are holding their annual bake and craft sale 
next weekend. In addition to baked goods and craft items, 
there will be homemade pickles & jams, quarts of soup, 
freshly baked pumpkin pies, frozen take-and-bake apple 
pies, and more. If you want the best stuff, you should come 
on Saturday! 

Anyone is welcome to donate items for the Bake & Craft Sale. The proceeds of the sale 
help fund special projects around the church.  If you have something to donate, please 
bring it to the church on Friday afternoon or on Saturday before the sale.

NUT REMINDER

St. Paul’s is a nut-free zone.  If you are donating baked goods to the Bake & Craft Sale 
that contain nuts, they must be double wrapped and marked that they contain nuts.  Nut 
items should not be consumed on the premises. There are children in our church and 
school family that have severe reactions to nuts; we want to avoid leaving any nut residue 
on tables or other surfaces. Thank you for helping keep our children safe.

FOOD SHELF LOW

Our in-house food pantry is low on everything.  We use this pantry to help people who 
come to the church with a financial need.  It is a tangible way of showing them that God 
cares and we care. Plus, it helps open the door to sharing the Gospel.  Any non-perishable 
food items are appreciated.  You can bring them to the church office or drop them in the 
bin across from the mail slots. If we receive excess donations, we will pass them on to the 
community food bank, SWEPS.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

The Pathways to Christ Women’s Retreat is March 13-15 at LaSure’s Hall in Oshkosh.  
Friday evening's session is Bible study and discussion on friendship followed by Thirsty 
Soul Praise Band. On Saturday, three speakers will focus on our friendship with Jesus, the 
journey of life and friendship, and our calling as Christ’s disciples plus His Witness Band  
will share their music.  On Sunday there is a Bible Study and worship. More information, 
can be found at pathwaystochrist.org.  

Bake & Craft 
Sale

Nov 2 & 3
9AM-Noon
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THANK YOU, VETERANS Nov. 13 | 9:00 AM

On Wednesday, November 13 at 9:00 AM, the students and staff of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School will host a Veterans’ Day Observance to honor our veterans for their service to us 
and our country.  The ceremony will include a tribute to veterans called America’s White 
Table by Margot Theis Raven.
If you are a veteran, we hope you will be able to attend our ceremony.  If you are not a 
veteran, we hope you will join us in honoring our veterans.  We also ask that you help us 
identify veterans to whom we can send an invitation to our ceremony.  Please provide 
that information to Mr. Melso by hand written note, email, or by using the link at 
www.stpwr.weebly.com.  You can also help promote our ceremony by picking up a flyer 
from the office and sharing it with the community.

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING Nov. 4 | 7:45 PM

Our quarterly voters meeting will feature reports on ministry over the last three months 
and a look to future ministry. The agenda also includes approval of a disbursement from 
the Endowment fund and election of leaders. 

REMEMBER: FALL BACK 

Daylight Saving Time ends next weekend.  Remember to set your clocks back one hour. 
If you forget and come early enjoy some coffee in the Welcome Center.

DONATION OF VEGETABLES NEEDED 

The Willing Workers are making soup this week for their annual sale next weekend. 
Please bring your donations of carrots, potatoes, celery, onions, and rutabagas to the 
kitchen.  Thank you for your generosity! 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 219
Year-to-date average attendance: 243

From July 1, 2019 to October 18, 2019
Actual ministry income: $333,002
Actual cost of ministry:           $342,034 
Mortgage balance:                 $1,458,978

 

 TRUNK OR TREAT
October 31
4:30-6:30PM

Treats – Games - Food 
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CALENDAR          October 27-November 3

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in Dining Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM St. Paul’s Youth in the cafeteria

MONDAY 4:00 pm Children’s Outreach Ministry in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
4:30 PM Board of Fellowship in the Welcome Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY  9:00 AM Chapel Service 
5:30 PM Handbells in the Balcony 
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Choir in the balcony 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
4:30 PM Trunk-or-Treat
6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center

SATURDAY 9:00 AM Bake & Craft Sale in the cafeteria

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bake & Craft Sale in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Lutheran Pioneers in the cafeteria 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Nov. 4 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
Nov. 7 Family Fun Night
Nov. 13 Veterans Day Ceremony  

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Thursday, Nov. 7 ~ 5-8PM

An informal night of games, open gym 
& food.  Pizza served at 6PM.
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